Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 


Tuesday 


T: 582-7800 
www.arubatoday.com 
facebook.com/arubatoday 
instagram.com/arubatoday 


June 4, 2024 


Democrats wanted an agreement on using artificial intelligence. 
It went nowhere 


Democratic National Committee Chairman Jaime Harrison films a video encouraging people to vote in South Carolina's lead-off Democratic presidential primary on 
Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. 
Associated Press 
By DAN MERICA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Demo- 
cratic National Committee was 
watching earlier this year as cam- 
paigns nationwide were experi- 
menting with artificial intelligence. 


So the organization approached 
a handful of influential party cam- 
paign committees with a request: 
Sign onto guidelines that would 
commit them to use the technol- 
ogy in a "responsible" way. 
The draft agreement, a copy of 


which was obtained by The Associ- 
ated Press, was hardly full of revolu- 
tionary ideas. It asked campaigns 
to check work by AI tools, protect 
against biases and avoid using AI 
to create misleading content. 
"Our goal is to use this new tech- 


nology both effectively and ethi- 
cally, and in a way that advances 
– rather than undermines – the val- 
ues that we espouse in our cam- 
paigns," the draft said. 
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Democrats wanted an agreement on using artificial intelligence. 
It went nowhere 
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The plan went nowhere. 
Instead 
of 
fostering 
an 
agreement, the guidelines 
sparked a debate about 
the value of such pledges, 
particularly those govern- 
ing fast-evolving technol- 
ogy. Among the concerns 
expressed by the Demo- 
cratic campaign organiza- 
tions: Such a pledge might 
hamstring their ability to 
deploy AI and could turn 
off donors with ties to the AI 
industry. Some committee 
officials were also irked that 
the DNC gave them only a 
few days to agree to the 
guidelines. 
The proposal's demise high- 
lighted 
internal 
divisions 
over campaign tactics and 
the party's uncertainty over 
how to best utilize AI amid 
warnings from experts that 
the technology is super- 
charging the proliferation 
of disinformation. 
Hannah Muldavin, a senior 
spokesperson at the Demo- 
cratic National Committee, 
said the group is not giving 
up on finding a consensus. 
The DNC, she said, "will con- 
tinue to engage with our 
sister committees to discuss 
ideas and issues important 
to Democratic campaigns 
and to American voters, in- 
cluding AI." 
"It's not uncommon for ide- 
as and plans to shift, espe- 
cially in the midst of a busy 
election year, and any 
documents on this subject 
reflect early and ongoing 
conversations," 
Muldavin 
said, adding the "DNC and 
our partners take seriously 
the opportunities and chal- 
lenges presented by AI." 
The wrangling comes as 
campaigns have increas- 
ingly deployed artificial in- 
telligence — computer sys- 
tems, software or processes 
that emulate aspects of 
human work and cognition 
— to optimize workloads. 
That includes using large 
language models to write 
fundraising emails, text sup- 
porters and build chatbots 
to answer voters' questions. 
That trend is expected 
to continue as Novem- 
ber's general election ap- 
proaches, with campaigns 


turning to supercharged 
generative AI tools to cre- 
ate text and images, as 
well as clone human voices 
and create video at light- 
ning speeds. 
The Republican National 
Committee used AI-gener- 
ated images in a television 
spot last year predicting 
a dystopian future under 
President Joe Biden. 
Much of that adoption, 
however, has been over- 
shadowed 
by 
concerns 
about 
how 
campaigns 
could use artificial intelli- 
gence in ways that trick vot- 
ers. Experts have warned 
that AI has become so 
powerful that it has made 
it easy to generate "deep 
fake" videos, audio snippets 
and other media target- 
ing opposing candidates. 
Some states have passed 
legislation regulating the 
way generative artificial in- 
telligence can be used. But 
Congress has so far failed 
to pass any bills regulating 
artificial intelligence on the 
federal level. 
In the absence of regula- 
tion, the DNC sought a set 
of guidelines it could point 
to as evidence the party 
was taking seriously the 
threat and promise of AI. It 
sent the proposal in March 
to the five Democratic 
campaign 
committees 
that seek to elect House, 
Senate, 
gubernatorial, 


state legislative and state 
attorneys general candi- 
dates to office, according 
to the draft agreement. 
The goal was to have each 
committee agree to a slate 
of AI guardrails and the 
DNC proposed issuing a 
joint statement proclaiming 
such guidelines would en- 
sure that campaigns could 
use "the tools they need 
to prevent the spread of 
misinformation and disin- 
formation, while empow- 
ering campaigns to safely, 
responsibly use generative 
AI to engage more Ameri- 
cans in our democracy." 
The Democratic commit- 
tee had hoped the state- 
ment would be signed by 
Chair Jaime Harrison and 
the leaders of the other or- 
ganizations. 
Democratic operatives said 
the proposal landed with a 
thud. Some senior leaders 
at the committees worried 
that the agreement might 
have unforeseen conse- 
quences, 
perhaps 
con- 
stricting how campaigns 
use AI, according to multi- 
ple Democratic operatives 
familiar with the outreach. 
And it might send the 
wrong message to tech- 
nology 
companies 
and 
executives who work on 
AI, many of whom help fill 
campaign coffers during 
election years. 
Some of the Democratic 


Party's most prolific donors 
are top tech entrepreneurs 
and AI evangelists, includ- 
ing Sam Altman, the CEO of 
OpenAI, and Eric Schmidt, 
the former CEO of Google. 
Altman has donated over 
$200,000 
to 
the 
Biden 
campaign and his aligned 
Democratic joint fundrais- 
ing committee since the 
start of last year, according 
to data from the Federal 
Election Commission, and 
Schmidt's contributions to 
those groups have topped 
$500,000 over the same 
time. 
Two other AI proponents, 
Dustin Moskovitz, the co- 
founder of Facebook, and 
Reid 
Hoffman, 
the 
co- 
founder of LinkedIn, do- 
nated more than $900,000 
to Biden's joint fundraising 
committee this cycle, ac- 
cording to the same data. 
The DNC plan caught the 
committees off guard be- 
cause it came with little ex- 
planation, other than a de- 
sire to get each committee 
to agree to the list of best 
practices within a few days, 
said multiple Democratic 
operatives who spoke on 
condition of anonymity be- 
cause they weren't author- 
ized to discuss the matter. 
Aides to the Democratic 
Congressional 
Campaign 
and Democratic Senato- 
rial Campaign committees 
said they felt rushed by a 


DNC timeline that urged 
them to sign quickly. 
Representatives from the 
Democratic 
Attorneys 
General 
Association 
did 
not respond to the Associ- 
ated Press' request for com- 
ment. Spokesmen from the 
Democratic Governors As- 
sociation and Democrat- 
ic Legislative Campaign 
Committee 
declined 
to 
comment. 
The Republican National 
Committee 
did 
not 
re- 
spond to questions about 
its AI guidelines. The Biden 
campaign also declined 
to comment when asked 
about the DNC effort. 
The four-page agreement 
— "Guidelines on Respon- 
sible Use of Generative AI 
in Campaigns" — covered 
everything from ensuring 
that artificial intelligence 
systems were not trusted 
without a human checking 
its work to notifying voters 
when they are interacting 
with AI-generated content 
or systems. 
"As the explosive rise of 
generative AI transforms 
every corner of public life 
– including political cam- 
paigns – it's more important 
than ever that we limit this 
new technology's poten- 
tial threat to voters' rights, 
and instead leverage it to 
build innovative, efficient 
campaigns and a stronger, 
more inclusive democra- 
cy," the proposal said. 
The guidelines were divid- 
ed into five sections that 
included titles such as "Of- 
fering Human Alternatives, 
Consideration 
and 
Fall- 
back" and "Providing No- 
tice and Explanation." The 
proposed rules would have 
required the committees 
to ensure "a real person 
should be responsible for 
approving 
AI-generated 
content and be account- 
able for how, where, and 
to whom it is deployed." 
The directive outlined how 
"users should always be 
aware when they are inter- 
acting with an AI bot" and 
stressed that any images or 
video created by AI "should 
be flagged" as such. And it 
stressed that campaigns 
should use AI to assist staff- 
ers, not replace them.q 


President Joe Biden is photographed by participants after delivering a speech commemorating 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day, Monday, Jan. 16, 2023, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, the top U.S. 
infectious disease expert un- 
til leaving the government 
in 2022, was back before 
Congress on Monday, call- 
ing “simply preposterous” 
Republican allegations that 
he’d tried to cover up ori- 
gins of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 
A GOP-led subcommittee 
has spent over a year prob- 
ing the nation’s response to 
the pandemic and wheth- 
er U.S.-funded research in 
China may have played 
any role in how it started yet 
found no evidence linking 
Fauci to wrongdoing. 
He’d already been grilled 
behind closed doors, for 14 
hours over two days in Janu- 
ary. But Monday, Fauci testi- 
fied voluntarily in public and 
on camera at a hearing 
that quickly deteriorated 
into partisan attacks. 
Republicans repeated un- 
proven accusations against 
the longtime National Insti- 
tutes of Health scientist while 
Democrats apologized for 
Congress besmirching his 
name and bemoaned a 
missed opportunity to pre- 
pare for the next scary out- 
break. 
“He is not a comic book su- 


per villain,” said Rep. Jamie 
Raskin, D-Md., saying the 
Select Subcommittee on 
the Coronavirus Pandemic 
had failed to prove a list of 
damaging allegations. 
Fauci was the public face 
of the government’s early 
COVID-19 
response 
un- 
der then-President Donald 
Trump and later as an ad- 
viser to President Joe Biden. 
A trusted voice to millions, 
he also was the target of 


partisan anger and choked 
up Monday as he recalled 
death threats and other ha- 
rassment of himself and his 
family, threats he said still 
continue. Police later es- 
corted hecklers out of the 
hearing room. 
The main issue: Many scien- 
tists believe the virus most 
likely emerged in nature 
and jumped from animals 
to people, probably at a 
wildlife market in Wuhan, 


the city in China where the 
outbreak began. There’s 
no new scientific informa- 
tion supporting that the 
virus might instead have 
leaked from a laboratory. 
A U.S. intelligence analysis 
says there’s insufficient evi- 
dence to prove either way 
-- and a recent Associated 
Press investigation found the 
Chinese government froze 
critical efforts to trace the 
source of the virus in the first 


weeks of the outbreak. 
Fauci has long said publicly 
that he was open to both 
theories but that there’s 
more evidence supporting 
COVID-19’s natural origins, 
the way other deadly viruses 
including coronavirus cous- 
ins SARS and MERS jumped 
into people. It was a posi- 
tion he repeated Monday 
as Republican lawmakers 
questioned if he worked be- 
hind-the-scenes to squelch 
the lab-leak theory or even 
tried to influence intelli- 
gence agencies. “I have re- 
peatedly stated that I have 
a completely open mind to 
either possibility and that 
if definitive evidence be- 
comes available to validate 
or refute either theory, I will 
ready accept it,” Fauci said. 
He later invoked a fictional 
secret agent, decrying a 
conspiracy theory that “I 
was parachuting into the 
CIA like Jason Bourne and 
told the CIA that they should 
really not be talking about a 
lab leak.” 
Republicans 
also 
have 
accused Fauci of lying to 
Congress in denying that 
his agency funded “gain 
of function” research – the 
practicing of enhancing a 
virus in a lab to study its po- 
tential real-world impact – 
at a lab in Wuhan. q 


Dr. Anthony Fauci, former Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
testifies during a House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus pandemic at Capitol Hill, 
Monday, June 3, 2024, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


Fauci pushes back partisan attacks in fiery House hearing over 
COVID origins and controversies 


By SEUNG MIN KIM, STEPHEN 
GROVES and COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 


White House is telling law- 
makers that President Joe 
Biden is preparing to sign off 
on an executive order that 


would shut down asylum 
requests to the U.S.-Mexico 
border once the number of 
daily encounters hits 2,500 
between ports of entry, 
with the border reopening 
once that number declines 
to 1,500, according to sev- 
eral people familiar with the 
discussions. 
The impact of the 2,500 fig- 
ure means that the border 
could be closed to migrants 
seeking asylum effectively 
immediately, because daily 
figures are higher than that 
now. 
The Democratic president is 
expected to unveil his ac- 
tions which mark his most 
aggressive unilateral move 
yet to control the numbers 


at the border at the White 
House on Tuesday at an 
event to which border may- 
ors have been invited. 
Five people familiar with 
the discussions confirmed 
the 2,500 figure on Monday, 
while two of the people con- 
firmed the 1,500 number. The 
figures are daily averages 
over the course of a week. 
All of the people insisted on 
anonymity to discuss an ex- 
ecutive order that is not yet 
public. 
Other border activity, such 
as trade, is expected to con- 
tinue. 
Senior White House officials 
have been informing law- 
makers on Capitol Hill of 
details of the planned order 


ahead of the formal rollout 
on Tuesday. 
Biden has been deliberating 
for months to act on his own 
after bipartisan legislation 
to clamp down on asylum 
at the border collapsed at 
the behest of Republicans, 
who defected from the deal 
en masse at the urging of 
Donald Trump, the former 
president and presumptive 
Republican 
presidential 
nominee. 
Biden continued to consid- 
er executive action even 
though the number of il- 
legal crossings at the U.S.- 
Mexico border has declined 
for months, partly because 
of a stepped-up effort by 
Mexico.q 


President Joe Biden arrives on Marine One at Delaware Air 
National Guard Base in New Castle, Del., Sunday, June 2, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Biden prepares a tough executive order that would shut down 
asylum after 2,500 migrants arrive a day 
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MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A juror 
was dismissed Monday af- 
ter reporting that a woman 
dropped a bag of $120,000 
in cash at her home and 
offered her more money if 
she would vote to acquit 


seven people charged with 
stealing more than $40 mil- 
lion from a program meant 
to feed children during the 
pandemic. 
“This is completely beyond 
the pale,” Assistant U.S. At- 


torney Joseph Thompson 
said in court on Monday. 
“This is outrageous behav- 
ior. This is stuff that happens 
in mob movies.” 
These seven are the first of 
70 defendants expected to 
go to trial in a conspiracy 
that cost taxpayers $250 
million. 
Eighteen 
others 
have pleaded guilty, and 
authorities said they recov- 
ered about $50 million in 
one of the nation’s largest 
pandemic-related 
fraud 
cases. Prosecutors say just a 
fraction of the money went 
to feed low-income kids, 
while the rest was spent on 
luxury cars, jewelry, travel 
and property. 
During the trial that began 
in April, defense attorneys 
questioned the quality of 
the FBI’s investigation and 
suggested that this might 
be more of a case of re- 


cord-keeping 
problems 
than fraud as these defen- 
dants sought to keep up 
with rapidly changing rules 
for the food aid program. 
These seven initial defen- 
dants were affiliated with a 
restaurant that participat- 
ed in the food aid program. 
Those still awaiting trial in- 
clude Feeding our Future’s 
founder Aimee Bock, who 
has pleaded not guilty and 
denied any wrongdoing. 
The 23-year-old juror said 
she 
immediately 
turned 
over the bag of cash to po- 
lice. She said a woman left 
it with her father-in-law Sun- 
day with the message that 
she’d get another bag of 
cash if she voted to acquit, 
according to a report in the 
Minneapolis Star Tribune. 
Defense attorney Andrew 
Birrell told the judge that 
the bag of cash is “a trou- 


bling and upsetting accu- 
sation.” 
Before allowing the trial to 
continue with more closing 
arguments on Monday, U.S. 
District Judge Nancy Brasel 
questioned the remaining 
17 jurors and alternates, 
and none reported any un- 
authorized contact. Brasel 
decided to sequester the 
jury for the rest of the pro- 
ceeding as a precaution. 
“I don’t do it lightly,” Brasel 
said. “But I want to ensure a 
fair trial.” 
She didn’t decide imme- 
diately whether to detain 
the defendants, but she 
did order an FBI agent to 
confiscate the defendants’ 
phones. 
The aid money came from 
the U.S. Department of Ag- 
riculture and was adminis- 
tered by the state Depart- 
ment of Education.q 


By SARA CLINE 
Associated Press 
BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — 
A person found guilty of a 
sex crime against a child in 
Louisiana could soon be or- 
dered to undergo surgical 
castration, in addition to 
prison time. 
Louisiana lawmakers gave 
final approval to a bill Mon- 
day that would allow judg- 
es the option to sentence 
someone to surgical cas- 
tration after the person has 
been convicted of certain 
aggravated sex crimes in- 
cluding rape, incest and 
molestation against a child 
younger than 13. Several 
states, including Louisiana, 
currently can order such 
criminals to receive chemi- 
cal castration, which uses 
medications that block tes- 
tosterone production in or- 
der to decrease sex drive. 
However, surgical castra- 
tion is a more invasive pro- 
cedure. 
“This is a consequence,” 
Republican state Sen. Va- 
larie Hodges said during a 
committee hearing on the 
bill in April. “It’s a step over 
and beyond just going to 


jail and getting out.” 
The 
bill 
received 
over- 
whelming approval in both 
of 
the 
GOP-dominated 
chambers. Votes against 
the bill mainly came from 
Democrats, 
however 
a 
Democratic lawmaker au- 
thored the measure. The 
legislation now heads to 
the desk of conservative 
Gov. Jeff Landry, who will 


decide whether to sign it 
into law or veto it. 
Currently, there are 2,224 
people imprisoned in Loui- 
siana for sex crimes against 
children younger than 13. If 
the bill becomes law, it can 
only be applied to those 
who have convicted a 
crime that occurred on or 
after Aug. 1 of this year. 
The sponsor of the bill, Dem- 


ocratic state Sen. Regina 
Barrow, has said it would 
be an extra step in punish- 
ment for horrific crimes. She 
hopes the legislation will 
serve as a deterrent to such 
offenses against children. 
“We are talking about ba- 
bies who are being violat- 
ed by somebody,” Barrow 
said during an April com- 
mittee meeting. “That is in- 


excusable.” 
While castration is often as- 
sociated with men, Barrow 
said the law could be ap- 
plied to women, too. She 
also stressed that imposing 
the punishment would be 
by individual cases and at 
the discretion of judges. 
The punishment is not auto- 
matic. 
If an offender “fails to ap- 
pear or refuses to undergo” 
surgical 
castration 
after 
a judge orders the pro- 
cedure, they could be hit 
with “failure to comply” 
charge and face an addi- 
tional three to five years in 
prison, based on the bill’s 
language. 
The legislation also stipu- 
lates that a medical expert 
must “determine whether 
that offender is an appro- 
priate candidate” for the 
procedure before it’s car- 
ried out. 
A handful of states includ- 
ing California, Florida and 
Texas have laws in place 
allowing for chemical cas- 
tration, but in some of those 
states offenders can opt for 
the surgical procedure if 
they prefer. q 


The Louisiana Capitol is seen, April 4, 2023, in Baton Rouge, La. 


Associated Press 


Louisiana lawmakers approve surgical castration option for those 
guilty of sex crimes against kids 


The office of Feeding Our Future is seen, Jan. 27, 2022, in St. 
Anthony, Minn., a week after an FBI raid. 


Associated Press 


Fraud trial juror reports getting bag of $120,000 and promise of 
more if she’ll acquit 
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By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Palestinian officials 
have applied at the top 
U.N. court for permission to 
join South Africa’s case ac- 
cusing Israel of genocide in 
Gaza. 
The request published Mon- 
day alleges that Israel’s 
ongoing military operation 
is “part of a systematic ef- 
fort to wipe Palestinian so- 
ciety and its culture and 
social institutions from the 
map.” The request to the 
International Court of Jus- 
tice was made on behalf 
of the “State of Palestine” 
and signed by Palestinian 
Authority foreign ministry 
official Ammar Hijazi. 
South Africa filed its case 
with the world court late 
last year accusing Israel of 
breaching the genocide 
convention in its military 
assault that has laid waste 
to large swaths of Gaza. Is- 
rael denies it is committing 
genocide in its military op- 
eration to crush Hamas trig- 
gered by the deadly Oct. 7 
attacks. Israel is expanding 
its offensive in the south- 
ern city of Rafah, once the 


main hub of humanitarian 
aid operations. The Israeli 
invasion has largely cut off 
the flow of food, medicine 
and other supplies to Pales- 
tinians facing widespread 
hunger. 
Israeli bombardments and 
ground operations in Gaza 
have 
killed 
more 
than 
36,000 
Palestinians, 
ac- 
cording to Gaza’s Health 


Ministry, which does not dis- 
tinguish between combat- 
ants and civilians. 
The court has issued three 
preliminary orders in the 
case calling on Israel to do 
all it can to prevent deaths 
in the enclave, ramp up hu- 
manitarian aid and, most 
recently, halt its offensive 
in Rafah. It is unclear how 
long the court’s judges will 


take to rule on the request. 
If granted, Palestinian offi- 
cials will be able to address 
the court in writing and dur- 
ing public hearings. 
In their request, the Pales- 
tinians said they are directly 
affected by South Africa’s 
case against Israel. 
“The Israeli onslaught has 
obliterated and damaged, 
beyond recognition, Ga- 


za’s 
hospitals, 
mosques, 
churches, 
universities, 
schools, homes, shops, and 
infrastructure, as part of a 
systematic effort to wipe 
Palestinian society and its 
culture and social institu- 
tions from the map,” the 
request says. 
The request adds that, Is- 
rael is violating the court’s 
orders and continuing with 
“its genocidal acts includ- 
ing deliberately and sys- 
tematically impeding hu- 
manitarian aid, resulting in 
an intentionally engineered 
situation of starvation and 
a creeping famine that is 
increasingly imminent.” 
The Palestinians have been 
to the court before. In 2018, 
The Palestinian Authority 
filed a case asking its judg- 
es to order Washington to 
remove the relocated U.S. 
embassy from Jerusalem. 
The case followed the deci- 
sion of the administration of 
then-U.S. President Donald 
Trump to recognize Jerusa- 
lem as Israel’s capital and 
to move the U.S. embassy 
there from Tel Aviv. 
That case remains before 
the court, where cases can 
take years to resolve. q 


By HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
South Korea announced 
Monday it’ll suspend a 
rapprochement deal with 
North Korea to punish it 
over its launches of trash- 
carrying balloons, even af- 
ter the North said it would 
halt its balloon campaign. 
Over several days, North 
Korea flew hundreds of 
balloons to drop trash and 
manure on South Korea in 
an angry reaction against 
previous South Korean civil- 
ian leafleting campaigns. 
On Sunday, South Korea 
said it would take “unbear- 
able” retaliatory steps in 
response, before North Ko- 
rea abruptly announced it 
would stop flying balloons 
across the border. 
On Monday, South Korea’s 


presidential national secu- 
rity council said it has de- 
cided to suspend a 2018 
inter-Korean 
agreement 
aimed at easing frontline 
animosities, 
until 
mutual 
trust between the two Ko- 
reas is restored, according 
to the presidential office. 
The security council said 
the suspension would allow 
South Korea to resume mili- 
tary drills near the border 
with North Korea and take 
effective, immediate re- 
sponses to provocations by 
North Korea. It said a pro- 
posal on the suspension will 
be introduced at the Cabi- 
net Council on Tuesday for 
approval. 
Observers say South Korea 
needs the deal’s suspen- 
sion to restart blasting anti- 
Pyongyang 
propaganda 
broadcasts, K-pop songs 


and outside news from 
border loudspeakers. They 
say such broadcasts have 
previously stung in the rig- 
idly controlled North, where 
most of its 26 million people 
are not allowed official ac- 
cesses to foreign news. 
The 
2018 
agreement, 
reached during a brief pe- 
riod of reconciliation be- 
tween then-liberal South 
Korean 
President 
Moon 
Jae-in and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, require 
the Koreas to cease all hos- 
tile acts against each oth- 
er, including propaganda 
broadcasts and leafleting 
campaigns. 
But the accord doesn’t 
clearly state civilian leaflet- 
ing should also be banned. 
That has allowed South 
Korean activists to contin- 
ue to fly balloons to drop 


anti-Pyongyang 
leaflets, 
USB sticks with South Ko- 
rean dramas and world 
news, and U.S. dollars in 
North Korea. Enraged over 
such leafleting campaigns, 


North Korea has previously 
fired at incoming balloons 
and destroyed a South 
Korean-built, 
unoccupied 
inter-Korean liaison office in 
the North.q 


Israeli soldiers stand on top of tanks in a staging area near the Israeli-Gaza border in southern 
Israel, Monday, June 3, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Palestinian officials apply to join South Africa’s case at top U.N. 
court accusing Israel of genocide 


An officer wearing protective gear collects the trash from a 
balloon presumably sent by North Korea, in Siheung, South 
Korea, Sunday, June 2, 2024. 
Associated Press 


South Korea plans to nullify peace deal to punish North Korea over 
trash-carrying balloon launches 
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ISLAMABAD (AP) — A Paki- 
stani 
appeals 
court 
on 
Monday acquitted former 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 


of leaking state secrets, 
his lawyer said, though the 
popular opposition leader 
will remain behind bars as 


he serves several prison 
terms and awaits a slew of 
cases pending against him. 
Khan was convicted in Jan- 
uary of treason and sen- 
tenced to 10 years over an 
incident, popularly known 
as the cipher case, in which 
he was accused of expos- 
ing state secrets by waving 
a confidential document 
at a protest rally. 
The government has not 
made the document pub- 
lic, but it is believed to be 
diplomatic 
correspon- 
dence between the Paki- 
stani ambassador to Wash- 
ington and the Foreign Min- 
istry in Islamabad. 
Khan claimed the docu- 
ment was proof he was be- 
ing threatened and that his 


ouster in a no-confidence 
vote in April 2022 was a U.S. 
conspiracy, allegedly ex- 
ecuted by the military and 
the government in Paki- 
stan. American and Paki- 
stani officials have denied 
the claim. 
Khan, a former cricket star 
turned 
Islamist 
politician 
who served as prime minis- 
ter from 2018 until his ouster, 
remains a popular opposi- 
tion figure. 
The Islamabad High Court 
did 
not 
elaborate 
on 
Monday’s acquittal. Its or- 
der calls for the January 
judgement to be set aside, 
though 
the 
prosecutors 
can appeal the acquittal. 
“He shall be released forth- 
with, if not incarcerated in 


any other case,” the order 
concluded. 
One of Khan’s lawyers, In- 
tazar 
Hussain 
Panjutha, 
welcomed the ruling and 
said the prosecution was 
unable to prove their case 
in open court. 
Though a victory, the devel- 
opment changes nothing 
for Khan, who will remain 
behind bars. He has been 
convicted in four cases him 
and awaits other trials, with 
more than 150 lawsuits filed 
against him since his ouster. 
Last year, Pakistan wit- 
nessed violent demonstra- 
tions after his arrest and 
the government has heav- 
ily clamped down on his 
supporters and party ever 
since.q 


By SARA ESPAÑA 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Clau- 
dia Sheinbaum’s name will 
go down in Mexican his- 
tory. 
The governing party can- 
didate won Mexico’s presi- 
dential election on Sunday, 
a turning point in a mostly 
conservative nation that 
for more than two centuries 
has been exclusively ruled 
by men. 
Elsewhere in Latin America, 
women have led countries 
including Argentina, Brazil, 
Bolivia, Chile, Guyana, Ni- 
caragua, Honduras, Ecua- 
dor, El Salvador, Panama, 
Haiti and Costa Rica. 
Mexican women won the 
right to vote in 1953. No law 
prevented female candi- 
dates from holding office, 
but sexism and “macho” 
culture continue to perme- 
ate the country of 129 mil- 
lion people. 
Prior to the current presi- 
dential race, during which 
Sheinbaum maintained a 
comfortable lead against 
opposition 
candidate 
Xóchitl Gálvez, only two 
women 
had 
officially 
sought Mexico’s presiden- 
cy. Both failed. 
In her bid to replace outgo- 
ing President Andrés Man- 


uel López Obrador, Shein- 
baum struggled to con- 
struct an image of her own, 
leaving many wondering 
whether she can escape 
the shadow of her mentor. 
Women 
currently 
lead 
some key Mexican institu- 
tions, such as the Senate, 
the Supreme Court and the 
National Electoral Institute. 
Mexico ranks third among 
Latin American nations with 
the most women in the na- 


tional Cabinet 44% and 
has 10 female governors 
among its 32 states. 
In some Indigenous villag- 
es, though, men still hold 
the power. 
Among 
the 
issues 
that 
Mexican women face are 
femicide, or women killed 
because of their gender, a 
gender employment gap 
and inadequate policies 
guaranteeing sexual and 
reproductive rights. Shein- 


baum, 61, will need to ad- 
dress these after she takes 
office on Oct. 1. 
Here’s a look at the issues. 
FEMICIDE AND GENDER VI- 
OLENCE 
Demonstrations on Inter- 
national 
Women’s 
Day 
on March 8 are painful re- 
minders that many Mexi- 
can women disappear or 
are killed on a daily basis. 
According to U.N. Women, 
up to 10 women are vic- 


tims of femicide each day 
in Mexico. The number to- 
taled 3,000 in 2023. 
Thousands more have dis- 
appeared. In many cases, 
it is their mothers, feeling 
abandoned by the gov- 
ernment, who have taken 
on the task of searching for 
them. Most femicides go 
unpunished due to Mexi- 
co’s inefficient justice sys- 
tem, which frequently dis- 
misses reported crimes or 
fails to properly investigate 
and prosecute them. 
According to the National 
Institute of Statistics and 
Geography, 
more 
than 
40% of Mexican women 
who are 15 years old or 
older say they have been 
victims of some sort of vio- 
lence in their lives. 
During 
her 
campaign, 
Sheinbaum said she would 
replicate measures against 
gender-based 
violence 
that 
were 
implemented 
when she was mayor of the 
capital. They include the 
creation of an anti-fem- 
icide prosecutor’s office 
and legislation that would 
force offenders to leave 
their homes. 
“We transform, we are war- 
riors who open paths for 
other women,” Sheinbaum 
said.q 


Ruling party presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum shows her ink-stained thumb after voting 
during general elections in Mexico City, Sunday, June 2, 2024. 


Associated Press 


The first woman elected to lead Mexico faces pressing gender- 
related issues 


Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran Khan speaks during a 
news conference at his home, in Lahore, Pakistan, on, May 18, 
2023. 
Associated Press 


Pakistan’s Imran Khan is acquitted of leaking state secrets but 
remains in prison on other charges 
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Aruban snacks and where to find them 


ORANJESTAD — Want to taste something dif- 
ferent for a change? How about some Aruban 
snacks that you can find all around the island? 
Hop in your car, and go to these locations to 
find some of the most popular and tasty snacks 
that are beloved by our locals. 


One of the staples of Aruban cuisine and snacks 
is the Pastechi. Pastechi is a Caribbean fried 
pastry that is filled with cheese, meat, chick- 
en, veggies and sometimes even fish! Or per- 
haps you might want to try a croquette, locally 
called a “kroket,” which is a crusty fried snack 
with typically a meat and dough mix filling. The 
Aruban kroket is based on its Dutch counter- 
part, the “bitterbal”. 


These two snacks are typically found in all local 
snack trucks, which can be found all over the 


island, including on the side of the main road 
that stretches from San Nicolas to the Hotel 
Area. You can also find pastechis and krokets 
at local bakeries and snack shops, like Bright 
Bakery in Piedra Plat, Huchada in Santa Cruz or 
Pastechi House in the city center. These places 
may also sell other snacks and sandwiches too, 
perfect for on-the-road lunch break. 


While you’re at it, why not accompany your 
snack with a refreshing “batido”? Batidos are 
fruit shakes, typically made with added milk for 
some creaminess. However, you can also ask 
to hold the milk. Batidos are commonly found 
in snack shops too. You may find some batido 
shops next the flee markets downtown, or if 
you’re on your way to San Nicolas, at Mauchi 
Smoothies and Juice Bar in Savaneta (located 
at the side of the main road). 


If you are looking for something a bit more fresh 
and healthy, why not try some coconuts, or 
shaved ice from local vendors? These vendors 
carry their little shop at the back of their truck, 
so they are ever-moving around the island. 
However, there are a few spots where you can 
almost always find a coconut/shaved ice ven- 
dor: 
1. Right next to the Red Anchor in San Nicolas, 
on the way to Baby Beach. 
2. Along the main road next to the airport 
field. 
3. At the California Light House. 
4. At the Alto Vista Chapel. 


These vendors may also sell other delights, like 
the beloved coconut-based dessert “cocada” 
or peanuts. All in all, in Aruba, you can always 
find some place to take a break and have a 
bite of something local, you maybe just might 
have to look for them! 


Photo credit: wheninaruba.com 


Aruba’s most family-friendly beaches 


(Oranjestad)—One of the biggest 
concerns that parents have when 
travelling with their children is 
a guarantee of their safety and 
healthy enjoyment. Therefore, we 
thought it would be a great help 
to travelling parents to list off some 
the most family-friendly beaches 
around the island. 


Baby Beach in San Nicolas 
Baby Beach is one Aruba’s most 
popular and visited beaches, and 
for good reason: This sandy and 
quiet lagoon is a great place for 
parents to sit back and relax while 
their children play in the shallow 
shores of the beach. Beside the 
relaxing atmosphere, there are 
also several services that may 
accommodate your stay, like a 
parking lot, sun tent rentals, chairs, 


bathrooms and a snack bar right 
at the far left of the beach. 


Mangel Halto in Pos Chiquito 
Mangel Halto is situated in the 
back streets of the Pos Chiquito 
city. Though there are several stairs 
on the sides of the beach cliff 
leading you down, the best spot 
for families to hang out is across 
the bridge, passed the mangrove 
trees near the entrance sign. Here, 
there are small and big palapas, 
perfect for big and small families to 
set up their belongings. In this area, 
the shore is also shallow, falling right 
around your knee before slowly 
getting deeper: perfect for kids to 
safely play. 


Eagle Beach/Palm Beach in the 
hotel area 


Yet another highly popular beach 
site, Eagle Beach and Palm Beach 
is where most of our visitors go to 
tan, swim or play in the white sand. 
Because they are near the low-rise 
and high-rise hotel areas, these 
beaches are the most accessible 
for visitors on foot. These beaches 
also offer many palapas free to 
use, but you can also rent chairs 
and tents. Much like Baby Beach, 
these sites are one of the best 
beaches for your children to play 
and build sand castles. 


Boca Catalina in Malmok 
Boca Catalina is a small bay 
beach near the Malmok beach 
area further down the hotel areas. 
Though it may not be a very sandy 
beach, it is relatively quiet and 
tranquil. This is a great place for 


family to lay down a big blanket 
and have a little picnic. This is also 
one of the best places to snorkel, 
as this area is filled with little fish and 
corals, even close to the shore. 


Palm Island 
Ok, this one is technically not a 
beach, but a must-visit attraction 
for family fun. This small water 
park oasis is located further down 
the Mangel Halto Beach and is 
reachable by boat. This water park 
offers 6 hours of fun activities, food, 
drinks, and a chance to see pink 
flamingoes up close! 
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Aruba’s underwater wonderland 


ORANJESTAD - Exploring the underwater wonders is something you 
should definitely do during your stay in Aruba. The underwater world has 
everything to offer that makes a snorkel trip so exceptional; an impres- 
sive, colorful sea life with exotic fishes, turtles and beautiful coral reef. 
The historic shipwrecks, located on the Aruban seabed are also worth a 
visit. Aruba is known for its white beaches and blue oceans, which means 
there are many fascinating under water spots, where you can take your 
snorkeling gear and we selected the top spots for you. 


Tres Trapi 
Tres Trapi means tree steps in Papiamento, Papiamento is together with 
Dutch the official language spoken on Aruba. The beach is called Tres 
Trapi because it is accessible by the tree steps carved into the rocks. Tres 
Trapi is a small rocky beach, located on the north-western side of the 
island, approximately 5 to 10 minute drive from Palm Beach. From the 
unique steps you can easily walk over the beach into the clear and tur- 
quoise blue ocean. While snorkeling you will encounter all kind of tropical 
fishes and sea stars. The kind of starfish you will find in the Aruban waters 
is the red cushion sea star. This is a starfish that is commonly found in the 
shallow waters of the Caribbean sea and if you are lucky during your 
snorkeling visit to Tres Trapi, you may come across one of the green sea 
turtles. Respect the animal, keep your distance and enjoy the view. Also 
remember; it is a once in a life time experience. 


Antilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long long ship, built in 1939 in Hamburg, Germany. 
Antilla came to Aruba, because it had to find a neutral port. When Ger- 
many invaded the Netherlands on May 10, 1940, the crew decided to let 


their own ship sink, to prevent it from falling into the hands of the Dutch 
Navy. Antilla lies on its portside in Malmok bay, and the sunken word war 
two ship is now one of Aruba’s most popular snorkeling and dive spots. 
However, the ship wreck can only be reached by boat. The ship is visible 
from the surface and during your snorkeling trip you be surrounded by 
hundreds of tropical fishes, but the ship wreck alone is already impressive 
enough. 


Baby Beach 
Baby beach; a white beach, with a crystal blue ocean. The beach is 
located on the southern part of the island. On the way to the famous 
beach, you will drive through the old capital of Aruba, San Nicolas. The 
old Aruban culture can be still felt and experienced here, so do not hesi- 
tate to get out of your car and walk around for a while. Baby beach is 
a child friendly beach, since it is shallow and the water has a pleasant 
temperature. The name therefore fits well with the beach. Baby beach is 
an excellent beach for snorkeling, especially if you want to go with small 
children, because the water remains shallow and there are still many 
underwater wonders to see. In the ocean there is an area marked until 
where it is recommended to snorkel and on the beach you will find dif- 
ferent facilities. It is a perfect beach to spend your day snorkeling and 
relaxing. 


Mangel Halto 
Mangel Halto beach is located in Savaneta, on the southern-west part 
of the island. The beach is different from the other beaches in Aruba; it is 
beach full of mangroves. You reach the beach by a bridge through the 
mangroves and then you will have several entrances to the sea. There 
are diverse spots where you can enjoy a perfect beach day, wooden 
stairs made to enter the water and a dock to sit on and enjoy the view. 
Mangel Halto is also worth a visit for the snorkeling experience. Inside 
the bay, the water is clear and you find many colorful fish. Outside the 
bay is a bit more challenging for beginners because of the wind and the 
waves, but the coral is alive and it is just like snorkel heaven.q 
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Meet Aruba’s biggest hero 
Boy Ecury 


(Oranjestad)—This past May 4th, 
Aruba as well as The Netherlands 
commemorated those who sadly 
perished during the Second World 
War. As is known around the globe, 
this chapter in world history is one of 
the most tragic yet, and many sol- 
diers and rebels have died on the 
frontline during this time. 


One of those rebels who have fought 
against the Nazi regime, was an Aru- 
ban named Segundo Jorge Adelber- 
to “Boy” Ecury. Born in Aruba on April 
23rd, 1922, Boy spent his childhood 
on the island, before being sent to 
The Netherlands by his father when 
he was 15 years old to continue his 
studies abroad. This was in 1937, three 
years before WWII broke out. 


During the war, he actively partici- 
pated in the rebellion in The Nether- 
lands against the Nazi regime, but his 
rebellious streak and constant drive 
to fight for justice began even before 
the war broke out. Being a person of 
color with a Haitian heritage living in 
The Netherlands made him vulnerable 


to discrimination, and this inspired 
him to be an activist, to stand up 
and fight against discrimination and 
oppression. 


After seeing the horrific bombings of 
Rotterdam first-hand, he decided to 
join the resistance. At the same time, 
he was still studying and living with 
family in Tilburg. It was there where 
he met people who printed and dis- 
tributed the rebellion newspaper. This 
would be the first of three rebellion 
group that he would join throughout 
his 4-year service to the resistance. 


Boy’s primary task as member of the 
group was to distract the German 
soldiers while others ran into hiding 
into alleyways. This he was able to 
do because of his skin color and 
confronting demeanor. Boy also 
participated in the multiple sabotag- 
ing operations against the German 
military occupying The Netherlands. 
These included bombings on German 
military trucks and trains. The group 
also helped people go into hiding, 
as well as opened fire against allies 


of the Nazi regime. In these opera- 
tions, Boy really stood out for his cold 
bloodedness. 


In 1943, he received a notice to be 
placed for work in Germany. This he 
refused, of course, and went into hid- 
ing using multiple addresses in mul- 
tiple cities. Because he was a wanted 
man, he of course could not continue 
to be active as a rebel. However, 
stubborn and naturally rebellious as 
he was, he always tried to join in on 
the operations regardless. 


In 1944, after his friend Luis de Lannoy, 
a fellow rebel from Curacao, was ar- 
rested and executed, he moved to 
Delft, where he joined his third and 
last group in Rotterdam. During this 
time, he wrote a goodbye letter for 
his family, possibly knowing the risks 
of him being active again in the big 
cities. 
Eventually, he proved himself right. On 
November 5th, 1944, Boy Ecury was 
arrested by German soldiers. He was 
placed in the “Oranjehotel” prison 
in Scheveningen, The Hague, where 


he was questioned. Despite being 
given away by an acquaintance, he 
himself never gave away the names 
of his comrades. Famously, he told 
his cell mate: “I will die with a smile 
on my face.” 
On November 6th, 1944, Ecury was 
executed. He was only 22 years old. 


Ecury was buried with military honor. 
In 1949, the Aruban Government 
erected a monumental bust of him 
in front of what is now the linear park 
trail, and in 1984 he received the Re- 
sistance Memorial Cross postmortem. 
Boy’s life motto was this: “In my fa- 
ther’s house, there is no place for a 
traitor.” q 


Source: “De Kolibrie op de Rots (en 
meer over the geschiedenis van 
Aruba)” by Evert Bongers. 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Marriott Aruba Surf Club! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the 
great pleasure of recognizing Goodwill Ambas- 
sadors of Aruba. The honorees were respec- 
tively honored with a certificate for their years 
of visits, loyalty, and love for the island of Aruba. 


The honorary certification is presented on be- 
half of the Minister of Tourism as a token of ap- 


preciation and to say “Masha Danki” to guests 
who have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or 
more consecutively. 
The three levels of honor are as follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively vis- 
iting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Goodwill Ambassadors 
Mr. Darryl & Mrs. Trina Lawson from Port Sint Lu- 
cie Florida, United States. 


Mr. Jorgino Willems representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, and staff members of Marriott 


Aruba Surf Club bestowed the certificate upon 
the honorees, presented them with gifts, and 
thanked them for choosing Aruba as their fa- 
vorite vacation destination, as their home away 
from home. 


The top reasons for returning to Aruba provided 
by the honorees were: 
• 
Aruba’s people. 
• 
Aruba’s beach. 
• 
Aruba’s weather. 
• 
Aruba’s safety. 
• 
“Excellent Marriott Surf Club Property” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, we 
would like to express our sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to the honorees for their contin- 
ued visits to the “One Happy Island”.q 
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The stories of “Compa Nanzi” 


locAl 


(Oranjestad)—The 
most 
popular character you may 
hear about in the Carib- 
bean is Anansi, known lo- 
cally on Aruba as “Compa 
Nanzi”. Local children grew 
up hearing the tales of the 
conniving spider, and his 
legacy forms part of the 
oral narrative tradition that 
is common in Aruba. 


Although the stories are 
most popular in the Carib- 
bean, “Compa Nanzi” is not 
entirely unknown globally, 
especially not in the West 
African region. Brought to 
the “new world” by en- 
slaved Africans from Gha- 
na, the historical thread of 
how Nanzi was introduced 
on Aruba follows the en- 
slaved Africans in Cura- 
cao during the colonial 
era, which saw the biggest 
population of enslaved Af- 
ricans in the Dutch Carib- 
bean. 
The stories of Compa Nan- 
zi were a sign of hope for 
freedom among the slaves, 
who passed around differ- 
ent stories involving the fa- 
mous spider through word 
of mouth, due to not being 
able to express their native 
culture in the new world. 
These stories were a way to 
not only preserve their cul- 
ture, but it acted as a me- 
dium for relief during the 
harsh treatment to which 


they were subjected to. 
It wasn’t until the end of the 
nineteenth century that the 
stories of Nanzi were written 
down in different languag- 
es. However, not all stories 
are completely alike in ev- 
ery country, as is the risk of 
oral story telling. However, 
one thing will always be 
dominant in Compa Nan- 
zi’s stories: his sneaky ways 
to get what he wants! 
How Nanzi fooled the king 
One day Nanzi was taking 
a stroll near the castle of 
Shon Arei, the king. He had 
this sudden urge to walk in. 
He didn’t think too much 
about it and committed to 
what he had in mind. It was 
a warm afternoon, and the 
castle personnel were tak- 
ing their afternoon nap. 
Even the soldier guarding 
the castle door was fast 
asleep, snoring so loud that 
his beard bounced up and 
down on his chin. Nanzi just 
slipped past him, looked 
back for a moment then 
walk right on in. 
Nanzi stumbled upon the 
king’s quarters. With all his 
excitement he sat in the 
king’s throne, and put on 
his crown that was hanging 
on the side of the throne. It 
was very hot that day, and 
it wasn’t long until Nanzi 
too fell asleep, right there 
on the king’s throne. He 
was so deep in sleep and 


snoring so loud, that even 
when the king found him in 
his seat, Nanzi did not even 
notice. 
Shon Arei was flabbergast- 
ed by the sight of Nanzi 
on his throne, wearing his 
crown. 
How 
disrespect- 
ful! “Soldiers, get him!” he 
commanded. Nanzi was 
sound asleep, but when 
the soldiers picked him up, 
he jumped from fright. By 
then though, the soldier al- 
ready had him in their hold. 
“Put him in a sack, stitch 
it up and throw him in the 
ocean!” the king said furi- 
ously. Two soldiers imme- 
diately entered the cham- 
ber, took the crown off 
Nanzi’s head and pushed 
him in a sack. 
Nanzi was terrified; it looks 
like this time he won’t get 
away with his schemes. 
To get to the ocean, the 
soldier walked a long dis- 
tance, and where begin- 
ning to feel very thirsty. 
Luckily they passed by a 
pub, and decided to have 
a nice cold beer. They set 
the sack with Nanzi in it out- 
side and went to enjoy the 
refreshments. Nanzi was still 
trembling with fear in the 
sack. 
What is that he hears? A 
herd of sheep walking by? 
“Compadre, listen here!” 
Nanzi screamed as loud as 
he could. The sheep herd- 


er got close to the sack. 
“What is this?” 
“Man, there is something 
very beautiful in here that 
you can see. It’s very rare 
and strange, but indeed, 
there is something so beau- 
tiful in here that you’ve 
never seen or will ever see,” 
Nanzi told the herder. 
The herder, very dumb, be- 
lieved Nanzi’s word. “Let 
me see!” he said. 
“Well if you must insist,” 
Nanzi said, “I’ll let you 
take a look, but only for a 
quick second.” The herder 
opened the sack, and Nan- 
zi immediately jumped out. 
Before the herder could 
even take a look into the 
sack, Nanzi pushed him in 
it, and the herder fell head 
first in. 
Nanzi didn’t waste any 
time, and closed off the 
sack real tight. He then 
picked up the herder’s hat 
and starting walking be- 
hind the traveling sheep as 
if nothing happened. After 
a little while, the soldiers 
headed back outside to 
continue their journey. As 
they picked up the sack, 
the poor herder started 
screaming to let him out, 
but the soldiers ignored 
him, thinking it was Nanzi. 
Shon Arei went strolling a 
while later. He thought to 
himself: “This time Nanzi 
could not get away with 
his foolishness. He probably 
drowned in that sack ages 
ago.” That is why, when he 


saw Nanzi walk behind the 
herd of sheep on the street, 
he 
was 
flabbergasted 
again. “Nanzi! Aren’t you 
suppose to be at the bot- 
tom of the ocean floor?” 
“I was, Your Majesty,” Nanzi 
replied. But you know what, 
there is so many things to 
see down there in the sack! 
Like this herd of sheep. See- 
ing that they had no herd- 
er, I started walking behind 
them and gained their trust 
pretty quickly. At the bot- 
tom of the ocean there are 
so many wonderful things, 
like diamonds, and bags of 
gold. Chests of silver and 
other 
precious 
stones,” 
Nanzi told the king. 
“What is that you say?” the 
king was intrigued. “I want 
to see it too!” 
The king immediately de- 
manded 
to 
his 
soldiers 
to be put in a sack and 
be placed in the ocean. 
Naturally, Shon Arei died 
because of this. He was 
never found again. Nanzi 
followed the soldier back 
to the castle, where sat 
once again on the late 
king’s thrown and put his 
crown on. He took posses- 
sion of all of Shon Arei’s be- 
longings, and lived the rest 
of his life as king. q 


Story and pictures are from 
“Kon Nanzi a Nek Shon Arei 
(i otro kuentanan antiano 
di e araña sabi)” by Nilda 
Pinto. 
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(Oranjestad)—Once 
lo- 
cated in what is now the 
Renaissance Marina, the 
Bali Restaurant was once 
both a touristic and local 
hot spot, and nowadays 
it’s considered a forgotten 
gem on the island. 


Known as “the floating res- 
taurant”, Bali first opened 
in 1955 by Willem “Bill” 
Strijland, who had experi- 
ence in Javanese cuisine. 
At the time, the restaurant 
was 
pretty 
exclusive— 
with space to host only 25 
guests. Yet, 4 years later, it 
was named the best res- 
taurant in the Caribbean 
by the Caribbean Tourist 
Association. 


The restaurant was proba- 
bly most iconic for its Java- 
nese-inspired exterior with 
its pointy, slanted roofs. 
However, the first version of 
Bali did not look like that at 
all but was still considered 
as one of the most popu- 
lar restaurants on the island 
at the time. The restaurant 
saw three different owners 
during its existence, during 
which it underwent various 
renovations and rebrand- 
ing. 
In 1964, the restaurant was 


taken over by Karel “Carl” 
Schmand. Over the years, 
the 
restaurant 
needed 
constant renovation and 
repair, mainly due to its vul- 
nerability to leaks and the 
unstable pillars underneath 
the foundation. However, 
the biggest change made 
to the restaurant happened 
in the year 1970—still under 
the ownership of Schmand, 
when it got its iconic pointy 
roofs. The restaurant was 
also expanded to host a 
total of 85 guests. This was 


“The New Bali”, who had its 
official (re)opening in 1972. 


After 1972, when Ronny 
Schmand took over, the 
restaurant saw yet another 
expansion; this time com- 
plete with a long bar and 
dance floor, where guests 
enjoyed live music from 
legendary Aruban musi- 
cian and composer, Toti 
Arends. 


After 1989, the restaurant 
was again handed over 


to other owners, and since 
then suffered from unstable 
pillars underneath the foun- 
dation, resulting in various 
leaks and overflowing of 
water into the restaurant. 
And as most great things 
come to an end, so did the 
survival and maintenance 
of 
the 
Bali 
Restaurant. 
However, folks today still 
reminisce its legacy, and 
it’s now considered a lost 
monument. 


Be apart of the conversa- 


tion: if you or any family 
member of yours have a 
memory of the Bali restau- 
rant, whether it be a pic- 
ture or just a story, share it 
with us! We would love to 
see this legendary hot spot 
through the lens of our visi- 
tors! q 


Source and pictures credit 
to: “De Kolibrie op de Rots 
(en meer over de geschie- 
denis van Aruba)” by Evert 
Bongers. 


The Bali Restaurant: a touristic hot spot and lost gem on the island 


Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our Picuda! 


(Oranjestad)—If 
you’re 
ever planning on snorkel- 
ing during your vacation 
on Aruba, you may spot 
fish that you can’t recog- 
nize. One of these may be 
the “Picuda”, a very com- 
mon fish that swims all year 
long in the waters of Aruba. 
Here’s some information 
about the beloved Picuda. 


Let's talk about the names 
of fish. Do you know your 
fish? This is an informative 
article that illustrate some 
fish and their names in Pa- 
piamento, which the De- 
partment 
of 
Agriculture, 
Livestock 
and 
Fisheries, 
known as “Santa Rosa”, 
wants to share and also 
obtain information from the 
public. 


Picuda, Sphyraena barra- 
cuda, Greater Barracuda 
Well known is the Picuda 
on the island—Barracuda 
in English. Its scientific name 
is Sphyraena barracuda. It 
is a widely caught fish. It is 
found throughout the year 
in our waters, where it is a 
so-called "ambush preda- 
tor" that stays still or floats 


in the water waiting for 
its prey to approach so it 
can attack it with lightning 
speed. It is well known for 
fishermen, 
especially 
for 
its white flesh in fish soup. 
In fishing culture, there are 
many other names, such as 
Pecho blanco, Blekito, Ba- 
nana, or Bleki. The names 
vary according to size. 


Description 
The Picuda is a long fish, 
with a round body like a 
torpedo and silver in color 
with shiny black stripes. 
Below, that is, the belly, is 
whiter, while the top part 
is darker. Its snout is very 
pointed, and the lower jaw 
is longer than the upper 
one. Its peduncle, where 
the body meets the tail, 
is thick, while the tail also 
forms a crescent but in this 
case one more "full" than 
that of mullet or conefish. 


This reflects the hunting 
style of the Picuda. It needs 
to be able to accelerate 
quickly when the prey gets 
close. 


In Aruba: 
Picuda can be found in our 
waters around our island 
throughout the year. Picu- 
da, in our waters, is edible 
without any problem. Picu- 
da is also a highly sought- 
after fish by sports fisher- 
men or recreational fisher- 
men because it puts up a 
good fight once hooked. It 
can be caught via trolling 
from a boat, casting from 
shore with a line or rod, or 
by jigging, casting the lure 
(artificial bait) and moving 
it with certain rod motions. 


Picture courtesy of the De- 
partment of Agriculture, Live- 
stock and Fisheries. 
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Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: June 01 - June 25 2024 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Paradera : Tel.588 6638 
San Nicolas: 
San Lucas:Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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By JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — The cost of 
your next flight is likely to 
go up. 
That’s the word from the 
International Air Transport 
Association, which held its 
annual meeting Monday in 
Dubai, home to the long- 
haul carrier Emirates. 
While carriers recover from 
the groundings worldwide 
from the coronavirus pan- 
demic, 
industry 
leaders 
told journalists that there 
are several costs likely to 
push those ticket prices 
ever higher. 
Part of that comes from 
worldwide inflation, an on- 
going problem since the 
pandemic started. Jet fuel 
costs, roughly a third of all 
airline expenses, remain 
high. Meanwhile, a global 
push for the aviation in- 
dustry to decarbonize has 
more carriers fighting for 
the little amount of so- 
called sustainable aviation 
fuel, or SAF, available in 
the market. 
“The airlines will continue 
to do everything they can 
to keep costs in control as 
much as possible for the 
benefit of consumers,” said 
Willie Walsh, the director- 
general of the the Interna- 
tional Air Transport Asso- 


A Boeing 777X plane takes off at the Farnborough Air Show fair in Farnborough, England, on July 
18, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Expect the cost of your airfare to continue to rise, an 
aviation trade group and industry heads warn 


ciation, an industry-trade 
group. “But I think it’s un- 
realistic to expect that air- 
lines can continue to ab- 
sorb all of the costs. ... It’s 
not something we like to 
do, but it’s something we 
have to do.” 
Also pressuring the industry 
is a pandemic hangover in 
aircraft production as well, 
they say. Carriers now keep 
older planes that burn 
more fuel flying longer. 
There also aren’t enough 
new aircraft to expand 
routes and increase supply 
to bring down overall pric- 
es. That warning comes as 


the IATA estimates glob- 
ally, airline revenue will 
reach nearly $1 trillion in 
2024, a record high. There 
will be 4.96 billion travelers 
on airplanes this year, with 
total expenses for carriers 
reaching $936 billion an- 
other record high. 
But industry profits also are 
expected to be nearly $60 
billion this year. 
In particular, Emirates, a 
main driver for Dubai’s 
economy, saw record prof- 
its of $4.7 billion in 2023 off 
revenues of $33 billion. 
The Emirates’ results track 
with those for its base, 


Dubai International Airport. 
The world’s busiest airport 
for international travelers 
had 86.9 million passengers 
last year, surpassing num- 
bers for 2019 just before 
the coronavirus pandemic 
grounded global aviation. 
The airport now plans to 
move to the city-state’s 
second, sprawling airfield 
in its southern desert reach- 
es in the next 10 years in a 
project worth nearly $35 bil- 
lion. Tim Clark, the airline’s 
president, 
obliquely 
ac- 
knowledged that Monday 
by saying that he didn’t 
want people to “get boxes 
of tissues out and play the 
violins” when warning that 
the industry’s profit margins 
sit in the low single digits. 
However, he contended 
that as airlines have grown 
larger and carriers con- 
solidated, 
cost 
savings 
have quietly been passed 
onto consumers now able 
to book flights across the 
world.q 
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By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
The social media platform 
X says it will now formally 
allow people to show con- 
sensual adult content, as 
long as it is clearly labeled 
as such. The move makes 
official a policy already in 
place when the platform 
was known as Twitter, be- 
fore billionaire Elon Musk 
purchased it in 2022. 
In a recent update on its 
website, the San Francisco- 
based company said users 
“should be able to create, 
distribute, and consume 
material related to sexual 
themes as long as it is con- 
sensually produced and 
distributed. Sexual expres- 
sion, whether visual or writ- 
ten, can be a legitimate 


form of artistic expression.” 
Adult material was allowed 
under the pre-Musk Twitter 
as well, although there was 
no official policy in place. 


X said it is restricting adult 
content for children and for 
adult users who choose not 
to see it. “We also prohibit 
content promoting exploi- 


tation, nonconsent, objec- 
tification, sexualization or 
harm to minors, and ob- 
scene behaviors,” X said. It 
added that it does not al- 
low sharing adult content in 
“highly visible” places such 
as users’ profile photos or 
banners. 
X’s policy stands in contrast 
to other social media plat- 
forms, such as Meta’s prop- 
erties Instagram and Face- 
book as well as TikTok and 
Google’s YouTube. 
“The platform’s move to al- 
low ‘adult content’ dove- 
tails well with the compa- 
ny’s post-Musk marketing 
strategy,” said Brooke Erin 
Duffy, associate professor 
of communication at Cor- 
nell University. “X is unapol- 
ogetically provocative and 


has sought to distinguish it- 
self from ‘brand safe’ com- 
petitors.” 
The company appears to 
be courting people, includ- 
ing creators and artists, who 
have been marginalized 
by other social media plat- 
forms that have guidelines 
restricting nudity or sexual 
expression, she added. 
The policy applies to real 
as well as artificial-intelli- 
gence-generated materi- 
al. X is asking users who reg- 
ularly post adult content to 
adjust their media settings 
to place all their images 
and videos behind a con- 
tent warning. This requires 
users to acknowledge that 
they want to see the post- 
ed image before they can 
view it.q 


By MAE ANDERSON, 
PAUL HARLOFF and 
BARBARA ORTUTAY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The typi- 
cal compensation pack- 
age for chief executives 
who run companies in the 
S&P 500 jumped nearly 13% 
last year, easily surpassing 
the gains for workers at a 
time when inflation was 
putting considerable pres- 
sure on Americans’ bud- 
gets. 
The median pay package 
for CEOs rose to $16.3 mil- 
lion, up 12.6%, according 
to data analyzed for The 
Associated Press by Equi- 
lar. Meanwhile, wages and 
benefits netted by private- 
sector workers rose 4.1% 
through 2023. At half the 
companies in AP’s annual 
pay survey, it would take 
the worker at the middle of 
the company’s pay scale 
almost 200 years to make 
what their CEO did. 
“In this post-pandemic mar- 
ket, the desire is for boards 
to reward and retain CEOs 
when they feel like they 
have a good leader in 
place,” said Kelly Malafis, 
founding partner of Com- 
pensation Advisory Partners 
in New York. 


The AP’s CEO compensa- 
tion survey included pay 
data for 341 executives at 
S&P 500 companies who 
have served at least two 
full consecutive fiscal years 
at their companies, which 
filed proxy statements be- 
tween Jan. 1 and April 30. 
Hock Tan, the CEO of 
Broadcom, topped the AP 
survey with a pay pack- 


age valued at about $162 
million. Broadcom granted 
Tan stock awards valued 
at $160.5 million on Oct. 31, 
2022, for the company’s 
2023 fiscal year. Tan was 
given the opportunity to 
earn up to 1 million shares 
starting in fiscal 2025, ac- 
cording to a securities filing, 
provided that Broadcom’s 
stock meets certain targets 


and he remains CEO for 
five years. 
At the time of the award, 
Broadcom’s 
stock 
was 
trading at $470. The stock 
has skyrocketed since, and 
reached an all-time high of 
$1,436.17 on May 15. Tan 
will receive the full award if 
the average closing price 
is at or above $1,125 for 20 
consecutive days between 


October 2025 and October 
2027. 
Broadcom noted that un- 
der Tan its market value has 
increased from $3.8 billion 
in 2009 to $645 billion (as of 
May 23) and that its total 
shareholder return during 
that time easily surpassed 
that of the S&P 500. 
Other CEOs at the top of 
AP’s survey are William 
Lansing of Fair Isaac Corp, 
($66.3 million); Tim Cook of 
Apple Inc. ($63.2 million); 
Hamid Moghadam of Prol- 
ogis Inc. ($50.9 million); and 
Ted Sarandos, co-CEO of 
Netflix ($49.8 million). 
Lisa Su, CEO of chipmaker 
Advanced Micro Devices, 
was the highest paid fe- 
male CEO in the AP survey 
for the fifth year in a row 
in fiscal 2023, bringing in 
compensation valued at 
$30.3 million flat with her 
compensation package in 
2022. Her overall rank rose 
to 21 from 25. 
Workers across the country 
have been winning higher 
pay since the pandemic, 
with wages and benefits 
for private-sector employ- 
ees rising 4.1% in 2023 af- 
ter a 5.1% increase in 2022, 
according to the Labor 
Department.q 


Broadcom CEO Hock Tan speaks as President Donald Trump listens during an event on Nov. 2, 
2017 in Washington. Tan topped the AP survey of CEO pay with a package valued at about $162 
million in 2023. 
Associated Press 


CEOs got hefty pay raises in 2023, widening the gap with the 
workers they oversee 


The opening page of X is displayed on a computer and phone, 
Oct. 16, 2023, in Sydney. 
Associated Press 


Musk’s X is allowing users to post consensual adult content, 
formalizing a prior Twitter policy 
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By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — When Celt- 
ics guard Derrick White 
stood in the corner behind 
the 3-point line late in Game 
4 of the Eastern Conference 
finals as teammate Jaylen 
Brown drove into the lane, 
drew defenders and flipped 
a pass toward him, White felt 
prepared for the moment. 
That’s 
because 
Celtics 
coach Joe Mazzulla had 
simulated scenarios just like 
it throughout the season. 
“It starts in practice with 
them championship stations 
that Joe loves to do,” White 
recalled. 
“It starts there and then just 
continue to trust one an- 
other.” 
White trusted that Brown 
would make the correct 
basketball play. He did, and 
it ended with White con- 
necting on a tie-breaking 
3 that ultimately secured 
Boston’s place in the NBA 
Finals and a matchup with 
the Dallas Mavericks. 
The play may also be a per- 
fect example of how in his 
second year as coach, Maz- 
zulla has managed to help 
the Celtics recover from the 
disappointment of a season 
that ended on the cusp of 
the Finals a year ago, to a 
run this season that again 
has them four wins away 


from capturing the fran- 
chise’s 18th championship. 
White’s shot, Mazzulla said, 
is a microcosm of the kind of 
a team culture he’s tried to 
cultivate over the past two 
years. One that puts details 
first. 
“Things that you can’t take 
for granted,” said Mazzulla, 
who at age 35, is the young- 
est head coach to reach 
the NBA Finals since Bill Rus- 
sell (also 35) did it in 1969. 
“Sometimes it’s as small as 
getting the ball inbounds. 


But just try to pick little things, 
that we see on a nightly 
basis that can impact win- 
ning and can affect losing. 
And, we just practice them 
over, over and over again 
until they become second 
nature.” 
What’s equally become 
central to the Celtics’ suc- 
cess this season is the buy-in 
to an egoless, team-first phi- 
losophy in which individual 
credit is secondary on a ros- 
ter loaded with current and 
past All-Stars like Jayson Ta- 


tum, Jaylen Brown and Jrue 
Holiday, along with White, 
7-footer Kristaps Porzingis, 
and a deep bench. 
Meanwhile, Mazzulla has 
also benefited from working 
alongside a coaching staff 
he was able to choose this 
offseason. That’s something 
he didn’t have last season 
after being thrust into a job 
he didn’t expect to have 
following predecessor Ime 
Udoka’s suspension just days 
before the start of training 
camp. 


Lead assistant Charles Lee 
and 
Sam 
Cassell 
have 
helped Mazzulla tweak a 
system build around 3-point 
shooting 
and 
defense, 
which saw the Celtics rank 
first and third, respectively, 
in offensive and defensive 
rating during the regular 
season. 
Those rankings have re- 
mained the same this post- 
season for a team that is 6-0 
on the road and 3-0 in close- 
out games. 
But as much as Mazzulla 
and his staff have been driv- 
en home their philosophies 
via X’s and O’s, they’ve 
also continued to focus on 
the mental aspects of the 
game. 
Last season it was in film ses- 
sions that began with Maz- 
zulla showing the team im- 
ages of sand castles, which 
he used as a metaphor that 
even the best castles get 
washed away by the daily 
tide requiring them to be 
rebuilt. 
It was something Tatum 
said was “a little cheesy” 
but “something we bought 
into.” 
Mazzulla’s 
tactics 
were on display again dur- 
ing a blowout win back in 
March over Phoenix. He 
went viral after he sprinted 
to contest Phoenix’s Royce 
O’Neale’s practice basket 
heading into a timeout.q 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 
Nick Saban and Urban 
Meyer are up for election 
to the College Football Hall 
of Fame for the first time. 
The ballot for the Hall 
of Fame class to be an- 
nounced in January was 
released by the National 
Football 
Foundation 
on 
Monday. It includes 77 play- 
ers and nine coaches from 
the Football Bowl Subdivi- 
sion and 101 players and 34 
coaches from the divisional 
ranks, which include the 
Championship Subdivision 
and Divisions II and III. 
Among the players ap- 
pearing on the ballot for 


the Atlanta-based hall for 
the first time is former Pitt 
defensive lineman Aaron 
Donald, who retired earlier 
this year after 10 NFL sea- 
sons with the Rams. 
Other first-timers on the bal- 
lot include 2012 Heisman 
Trophy 
runner-up 
Manti 
Te’o from Notre Dame; 
2009 Heisman winner Mark 
Ingram from Alabama and 
former California wide re- 
ceiver DeSean Jackson. 
Saban retired earlier this 
year after 17 seasons as 
Alabama coach. He won 
six national championships 
with the Crimson Tide and 
one with LSU in 2003 for a 
record seven career titles. 


In 28 years as a college 
head coach with Toledo, 
Michigan State, LSU and 
Alabama, Saban was 297- 
71-1. 
Meyer won three national 
titles during his 17-season 
career as a college head 
coach, two with Florida 
and one with Ohio State in 
2014. 
He also had stops at Bowl- 
ing Green and Utah. He re- 
tired from Ohio State after 
the 2018 season with a re- 
cord of 187-32. 
Among the players who 
are holdovers on this year’s 
ballot are former Virginia 
Tech quarterback Michael 
Vick, former Syracuse re- 


ceiver Marvin Harrison and 
the late Sean Taylor, who 
played defensive back for 
Miami.q 


Boston Celtics head coach Joe Mazzulla watches from the bench during the second half of Game 
2 of the NBA Eastern Conference basketball finals against the Boston Celtics, Thursday, May 23, 
2024, in Boston. 


Associated Press 


Celtics have followed ‘craziness’ of Joe Mazzulla’s coaching style 
straight to the NBA Finals 


Ohio State coach Urban Meyer, left, and Alabama coach Nick 
Saban laugh during a news conference at the Marriott downtown 
convention center in New Orleans, Dec. 31, 2014. 


Associated Press 


Nick Saban, Urban Meyer, Aaron Donald and Manti Te’o debut on 
College Football Hall of Fame ballot 
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
PARIS (AP) — Novak Djokov- 
ic was bothered by his right 
knee, then found himself 
down a set and a break, 
before doing what he does 
so well, coming back to 
beat No. 23 Francisco Ce- 
rundolo 6-1, 5-7, 3-6, 7-5, 6-3 
in the French Open’s fourth 
round on Monday for his re- 
cord 370th win in a Grand 
Slam match. 
Djokovic, the defending 
champion at Roland Gar- 
ros, broke a tie with Roger 
Federer for the most match 
wins at major tournaments 
and also for the most Slam 
quarterfinals for a man by 
reaching the 59th of his ca- 
reer. 
And 
the 
No. 
1-ranked 
Djokovic did it in ways he 
has so often over his years 
of dominance and 24 ma- 
jor trophies, both turning 
around a contest after trail- 
ing go ahead and ask Fe- 
derer about holding match 
points against the guy and 
emerging when the ten- 
sion is greatest. This victory 
across more than 4 1/2 
hours means that Djokovic 
is now 40-11 in fifth sets over 
his career; compare that 
with Cerundolo’s 1-3 mark, 
and the outcome should 
surprise no one. 
“I 
was,” 
Djokovic 
said, 
“maybe 
three 
or 
four 
points away from losing this 
match.” 
For Djokovic, this was the 
second consecutive out- 
ing that lasted more than 4 
hours, that he he fell behind 
2-1 in sets and that he won 
in five. In the third round, he 
made his way past No. 30 
Lorenzo Musetti, a 22-year- 
old from Italy, finishing Sun- 
day after 3 a.m., the latest 
finish in French Open his- 
tory. 
“How did I find the way to 
win again? I don’t know. 
The only explanation I have 
is you,” Djokovic told the 
crowd. “Thank you.” 
Against 
Cerundolo, 
a 
25-year-old from Argentina 
who was trying to reach his 
first Grand Slam quarterfi- 
nal, the 37-year-old Djokov- 
ic used all of his skills, expe- 
rience and ability to adjust 


on the fly. 
He came through, in part, 
by playing more aggres- 
sively and putting extra 
speed on his groundstrokes, 
while dealing with what- 
ever was going on with his 
knee. 
Djokovic trailed 4-2 in the 
fourth set but surged from 
there. 
At 2-1 in the crucible of 
the fifth set, Djokovic’s feet 
gave way as he chased 
a ball to his right, and he 
rolled on the ground, cak- 
ing his white shorts, his red 
shirt and parts of his arms 
and legs with the rust-col- 
ored clay. 
As he walked to the sideline 
to grab a bottle of water to 
help clean off, he gave a 
piece of his mind to anyone 
who would listen, renewing 
an earlier complaint about 
wanting the court to be 
swept to improve traction. 
“Well done, supervisor and 
everybody,” Djokovic said, 
his voice drenched in sar- 
casm. “Not slippery at all.” 
Yet he was just fine at 
3-all in that set, when he 
stretched and slid, doing 
the splits, while somehow 
getting his racket on the 
ball for a drop volley to win 
a point. His chest on the 


ground, Djokovic stuck out 
both arms, mimicking an 
airplane, and smiled. 
The first signs of trouble 
came much earlier, in the 
second set, when Djokovic 
began flexing his right leg. 
He took a medical time- 
out and laid down on a 
towel placed on the side- 
line, where a trainer mas- 
saged that knee, then had 
Djokovic flip onto his belly 
to work on his hamstring. 
Djokovic winced as his right 
leg was manipulated, a 
scene repeated at subse- 
quent changeovers. 
During 
play, 
Djokovic 
stumbled occasionally. Or 
limped a bit. After some 
lengthier points, he leaned 
on his racket or bent at 
the waist and rested with 
his hands on his knees or 
crouched. 
When he missed a back- 
hand that allowed Cerun- 
dolo to convert a break 
point for the first time in 13 
tries, Djokovic handed over 
the second set. Soon, he 
was staring at a two-sets- 
to-one hole. And not long 
after that, he was down 4-2 
in the fourth. 
Another 
athlete 
might 
cower. Not Djokovic. 
His quarterfinal opponent 


Wednesday will be two- 
time French Open runner- 
up Casper Ruud or No. 12 
Taylor Fritz. The other men’s 
matchup 
that 
day 
will 
be No. 11 Alex de Minaur 
against No. 4 Alexander 
Zverev or No. 13 Holger 
Rune. 
On Monday, de Minaur 
defeated No. 5 Daniil Med- 
vedev 4-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-3 to 
become the first Australian 
man in the French Open 
quarterfinals since Lleyton 
Hewitt in 2004. 
The 
women’s 
quarterfi- 
nal matchups established 
Monday are No. 2 Aryna 
Sabalenka vs. unseeded 
Mirra Andreeva, a 17-year- 
old Russian, and No. 4 Elena 
Rybakina vs. No. 12 Jamine 
Paolini. Sabalenka won the 
past two Australian Opens, 
while Rybakina was the 
Wimbledon champion in 
2022. 
Sabalenka beat Emma Na- 
varro 6-2, 6-3, Andreeva 
defeated Varvara Grache- 
va 7-5, 6-2, Rybakina was 
a 6-4, 6-3 winner against 
Elina Svitolina 6-4, 6-3, and 
Paolini came back to elimi- 
nate Elina Avanesyan 4-6, 
6-0, 6-1. 
With temperatures in Paris 
topping 70 degrees Fahr- 


enheit (20 Celsius) after a 
tournament filled with chilli- 
er temperatures and plenty 
of rain, Djokovic vs. Cerun- 
dolo was played with the 
retractable roof at Court 
Philippe Chatrier open. The 
azure sky was visible, finally. 
Djokovic’s comeback truly 
began at 4-3 in the fourth, 
when he smacked a win- 
ner to earn a break point 
not to mention roars from 
the stands and converted 
when Cerundolo netted 
a shot. Djokovic shook his 
racket overhead, and a 
chant of his two-syllable 
nickname rang out, “No-le! 
No-le!” 
Now it was a match. 
They traded early breaks 
in the fifth, but from 3-all, 
Djokovic asserted himself, 
and he broke to lead 5-3 
with a forehand winner 
that landed right on the 
baseline so close to being 
out that chair umpire Au- 
rélie Tourte climbed out of 
her perch to check. 
Djokovic arrived in Paris 
with just a 14-6 record in 
2024 and not even a single 
appearance in a tourna- 
ment final, let alone a title. 
He said he felt this way: 
“Low 
expectations 
and 
high hopes.” 
He’s been living on the 
edge through the first half 
of the French Open his 
past two matches required 
9 hours, 8 minutes spread 
over 10 sets but no one 
ever has been as good as 
Djokovic when it is Grand 
Slam time.q 


Serbia’s Novak Djokovic slid to the net to play a shot during the fourth round match of the French 
Open tennis tournament against Argentina’s Francisco Cerundolo at the Roland Garros stadium 
in Paris, Monday, June 3, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Novak Djokovic tops Francisco Cerundolo at the French Open for 
a record 370th Grand Slam match win 
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